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We set out to assist all children attending the nursery to attain their maximum potential within their perceived capabilities. An individual record of each child's development is maintained, showing their abilities, progress and areas needing further staff or parental assistance. We acknowledge that children learn in different ways and at different rates and plan for this accordingly.  

The staff are very aware of the importance of a positive play environment for the child, so they may develop good social skills and an appreciation of all aspects of this country's multi-cultural society.  Planning of the learning experience by the staff is further designed to ensure, as far as practical, equality of opportunity between all children and that it celebrates diversity.

We promote the relevant frameworks and curriculum set by the Department for Children, Schools and Families to support and enhance children’s learning and development holistically through play-based activities. We view all aspects of learning and development equally and ensure a flexible approach is maintained which responds quickly to children’s learning and developmental needs. We develop tailor-made activities according to each child’s individual needs, based on observations which inform future planning and draw on children’s needs and interests. This is promoted through a balance of adult-led and child-initiated opportunities both indoors and outdoors. 

We acknowledge parents as primary educators and encourage parental involvement as outlined in our parents as partners policy. We build home links in order to enhance and extend children’s learning both within the nursery environment and in the child’s home.  

Curriculum 

We provide care and education in line with the a legal document called the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. We now follow the revised,  Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework which was published on 27 March 2012, and implemented from 1 September 2012.

This document sets out: 

· The legal welfare requirements that everyone registered to look after children must follow to keep children safe and promote their welfare 

· The 7 areas of learning and development which guide the practitioners’’ engagement with your child’s play and activities as they learn new skills and knowledge 

· Assessments that will tell you about your child’s progress through the EYFS

· Expected levels that your child should reach at age 5, usually the end of the reception year; these expectations are called the “Early Learning Goals (ELGs)”
We use the document for guidance in supporting your child on planning the learning activities, and observing and assessing what and how your child is learning and developing.

The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support their healthy development. 

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development. 
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. 
These are: 
· Communication and language; 

· Physical development; and 

· Personal, social and emotional development. 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning. 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. 
These are: 

· Literacy; 

· Mathematics; 

· Understanding the world; and

· Expressive arts and design. 

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals teaching and supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. The curriculum is designed to be really flexible so that staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests.
Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through creative and critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside.

Key Person

It is important that you and the staff caring for your child work together. You need to feel comfortable about exchanging information and discussing things that will benefit your child. 
You can have these conversations will be with your child’s “key person”. 

This is the person who:

· Is your main point of contact within the setting

· Helps your child to become settled, happy and safe

· Is responsible for your child’s care, development and learning

· Takes a careful note of your child’s progress, sharing this with you and giving you ideas as to how to help your child at home

Two Year Progress Check
At some point after your child turns 2, we will provide a written summary of how your child is progressing against the 3 prime areas of learning: 

· communication and language; 

· physical development; and 

· personal, social and emotional development. 

This is called the progress check at age 2. 

This check will highlight areas where your child is progressing well and any where they might need some extra help or support – and how mums and dads and other family members or carers can work with the key person to help. You might find it useful to share the information from the check with other professionals such as health visitors who can use it as part of the health and development review.
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